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Plexiglas Protective Paper Removal 
 
29 May 2001 
For all Birddogers who have had, have or will have big problems removing the protective 
paper used on acrylic plastics (Plexiglas). You may have discovered that left on too long 
the paper will adhere as though it had grown there. Faced with this problems after 
replacing all the glass in my bird, I underwent an operation and was unable to get back 
to the work for a couple of years and when I did, found that there was no way of 
removing that paper without destroying the glass. So I went through the terrible job of 
cutting new windows, removing the old and installing all new 
again, this time removing the paper immediately after final installation. 
Being the hard head that I am, I decided that I would find a nondestructive chemical fix 
for myself and future fellow sufferers. Chemical because it would be less likely to harm 
the glass than with mechanical scrapers, etc. Arming myself with many, many plastic 
spray bottles and the periodic table and every household or non-household compound I 
could think of, mix and match, match and don't mix. The problem resolves itself into 
three phases: 1. Test the solution on a bare piece of plastic, leave it for a day or two and 
check for any damage to the material. 2 Soaking the paper - whatever I used during this 
phase would soak the paper so that the outer layer (and majority of the paper) could be 
peeled off, leaving the inner layer with the adhesive still adhering to the plastic. Even tap 
water would do for phase one, but other solutions work faster and better. 3. Soaking the 
remaining paper and the adhesive with the magic elixir until it peels easily with thumb 
and finger nails. 
OK, to cut this novel short, first spray heavily with ordinary full strength household 
ammonia until completely wetted, don't be in a hurry spray, several times until the paper 
peels easily, don't run off and leave it to dry! While the inner paper and adhesive is still 
wet, spray liberally with full strength Xylenol, aka Xylene, aka Xylol found in any paint or 
hardware store. Again spray liberally and do not rush. When the paper and adhesive 
begins to peel between thumb and forefinger strip the 
whole mess and with a final wash of Xylenol with a soft cloth and then with warm water 
with perhaps a little detergent you have clean, dry, non sticky glass and a warm, fuzzy 
feeling. For those of us who did not major in Classic Greek - Xylenol is pronounced 
Zylenol - go figure. 
 
This solution is guaranteed - if it don't work for you, you can come around and kick my 
glass. 
Glenn. 
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