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WHEEL LANDINGS vs THREE POINT LANDINGS

The following regarding landing the Bird Dog has worked for me through the several
Birddogs that | have owned and a couple of thousand hours in them. At the outset, let
me say that | am not, nor do | aspire to be, either a flight instructor or an expert on the L-
19 aircraft. But | do fly one almost everyday. | started wheel landing my Bird Dog
because when | owned my first one back in the early 1980s, | based it at Addison Airport
in North Dallas, a busy, single runway, mixed use airport which accommodated
everything from corporate jets to war birds to the lightest of aircraft. In short, that meant
get on and get off, promptly. With about 5,000 feet of concrete, a lot of either takeoff or
landing flaps and a slow three point landing just didn't seem to fit. So as a matter of
habit, | began to wheel land the aircraft.

The tower at Addison loved me. Take off was a few hundred feet and then a steep climb
with no flaps and an early turn out, usually with someone not far out on final. Landings
were wherever the tower wanted it, long or short, with minimum time on the runway, and
| was out of their hair. They knew | could either take off or land very short so they would
slip me in to the traffic flow ahead of a lot of others. As a result of that, | still wheel land
the aircraft almost every landing. It is very smooth on the aircraft, flight control is
maintained until ON the ground, and it works very well in a crosswind. In a full stall, three
point landing, the aircraft is essentially out of control from the stall to touch down. In
short, it is floating, sometimes sideways, with the associated side loads imposed on the
landing gear and, | believe, greater potential for ground loop. The addition of flaps just
aggravates that condition. Wheel landing in a crosswind and carrying a little power even
after touch down and while slowing to a very slow taxi allows maximum control until past
the point of lift and the aircraft is sitting on its own weight. If there is very much
crosswind, | use minimum or NO flaps. The L-19, with anything up to take off flaps,
generates so much lift that it must be moving very slowly before it quits and lands. In a
crosswind, this means the aircraft is flying longer and subject to movement by the
prevailing wind, again, ideal conditions for ground loop.

| cringe when seeing a Bird Dog landing in a high wind with a lot of flaps. Now obviously
the shortest landings are not wheel landings. The L-19 Bird Dog was designed to get in
and out of short spaces, such as barely improved jungle strips. But as civilian pilots, how
many of us are actually landing on really short strips as a matter of practice. When we
have a long concrete runway in front of us why do we need to approach with 60 degrees
of flap and land in 200 feet? Usually, we do not. The exception to the above is a grass
strip. | have 2200 feet of paved runway. But right beside that | am developing 2200 feet
of grass strip. It is really a lot of fun to make a short turn in, or a 360 overhead approach,
and land on the grass with all the flaps | want. That’s why | live in the country!

It works for me...

Tom Mayo



