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Question: 
During approaches I've noticed that when I relax my death grip on the control stick, the 
stick oscillates back and forth in my hand. Is my aircraft haunted or what's the story? 
 
MR. BIRDDOG's REPLY: This is another one of the unexplained "mysteries" of the 
Birddog's stability. When flying the Birddog in the traffic pattern, with something more 
than 10 degrees of flaps, with airspeeds appropriate for the situation (65-75 MPH), you 
will notice on all Birddogs that the stick will oscillate back and forth in your hand. The 
aircraft's pitch does not change, nor does the airspeed. This probably has something to 
do with localized disturbed airflow over the elevators with flaps extended, as it does not 
happen with flaps retracted (up). 
	


