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Goodyear Brake Comments 
 
1 June 2001 
This letter will be to Tom Mayo, but the rest of you can hear the story. Tom said that it 
would happen sooner or later...and it did! 
I have been the foundation of the "no change" to the original Birddog and that included 
it’s Goodyear brakes. For the last couple of years, Tom has told me to put "real" brakes 
on my Birddog. I have held out and even got new "rebuild" kits from Minard to use at the 
next annual. 
THE STORY 
For numerous reasons, today was my first flight of the year in my Birddog. I had my 
sickness/surgery this winter and it has been very wet, etc., etc., etc. I have flown quite a 
few hours in the L-4 this year. And, I always read the Birddog operation manual in the 
spring, before I fly for the first time in the Birddog. This year was no exception. Due to 
the Ohio weather, my grass strip and other factors I may have to go four or five months 
(between November and May) without flying the Birddog. I always start off with ten to 
twenty take offs and landings to get "the feel" back. 
There was little wind today and I had planned for the event. All manuals had been read 
and the EMERGENCY PROCEDURES re-memorized. I took off and flew to a nearby 
2700" grass strip. My month of flying the L-4 helped greatly and everything was working 
well. 
I was doing my fifth landing at the time. I was now demanding exact MPH, position and 
touchdown point on the grass strip. I touched down "ON SPEED" (just above stall 
speed) and in good position and was rolling out without using any brakes. There was 
SUDDENLY several lurches to the right and then the right brake FROZE. This was not 
an instantaneous event. I knew (I don't know how, because there is never time for 
thinking) that there was a brake malfunction, because I wasn't using the brakes at the 
time. It had been a smooth landing, down the middle of a grass runway. I maintained 
control of the Birddog with the left brake. The plane stayed on the grass and the wing 
never even dipped (that I recall). The Goodyear brake had failed. The wheel was 
cracked in at least two places. The disc and other parts were all destroyed and wedged 
into the wheel. 
I called Mary and she drove to the strip. By that time we had four people there to help 
push the plane off the runway. It took a while because the parts would lock up the wheel 
every few feet. I man named Sam landed in his Cessna 152 and started to look at the 
problem. He was a CFII, A&P, etc. and a Vet flyer from W.W.II. He flew L-5's! He told me 
that he had 14 airplanes in his hanger (three were flyable and most were home built). He 
flew a Citation for a big corporation in the area. Tony, the owner of the grass strip, then 
showed up and we got to work. He also was an A&P and a W.W.II Navy Flyer (I didn't 
make any Navy jokes). Between them, there was way more than 100 years of 
experience. 
Mary went back home for my "rebuild kits" that I had purchased from Minard and Sam 
went home to his garage/hanger. He came back with a new wheel that he had 
purchased years ago in bulk. He had purchased an airplane and some "wheels" were in 
a box and he hadn't ever used them. Two hours later the "mission" was complete. I 
taxied up and down the strip and checked out the brake. All seemed in working order. I 
then did two more take offs and landings for good measure. It was then a short flight 
back to my strip. The "gods of the crosswinds" were then present and there was a 11, 



gusting to 16 crosswind available to land over my trees. All went well and the brakes 
worked as predicted. 
The Birddog was made for grass and it can be very forgiving. I was VERY lucky that I 
wasn't on pavement and....yes, Tom, I am going to be getting Cleveland brakes. So, if 
any of you know where to get the brakes, let me know. I do know that it will cost "big 
time." It DOES make you a believer when your brakes lock up and you don't even have 
them on. 
Steve 
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