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Dear Members of the IBDA:

I am writing to friends and supporters to let you know the inaugural year of the foundation was a successful one.
The Hilliard A. Wilbanks Foundation Board of Directors and family of Capt. Wilbanks sincerely thank you for your
encouragement and support. The foundation was formed in 2011 to honor the life and heroism of Medal of Honor
recipient Air Force Capt. Hilliard A. “Willie” Wilbanks who was killed in action in Vietnam in 1967.

While serving as a Forward Air Controller, my brother unhesitatingly flew into battle to save the lives of numerous
friendly forces on the ground. In his heroic effort many were saved but his “above and beyond the call of duty”
actions resulted in the sacrifice of his own life for which he was posthumously awarded the Medal of Honor, our
nation’s highest military award for valor. A permanent memorial was erected in our hometown of Cornelia in 2001 by
friends and supporters and recently the new middle school in Habersham County was named in his honor. We have
shared his tributes and pictures of the family he left behind on our website: www.hilliardawilbanksfoundation.com

The foundation’s goal is to honor Capt. Wilbanks by making a difference in the lives of the next generation. We
give support to the Hilliard A. Wilbanks Middle School and are working hard to establish a lasting tribute through a
scholarship program that will primarily focus on young men and women pursuing post high school education with the
intent of entering military service.

Perhaps the greatest honor was the awarding of our first four-year scholarship on May 18, 2012 to Habersham
Central High School JROTC Cadet Dylan Haynes. From the applications received, the four children of Capt. Wilbanks
made the recommendation to the scholarship committee. Cadet Haynes was then approved by the board of directors
and the presentation was made on Honors Day. Applicants with an interest in patriotism received special
consideration. As we build this educational endowment, we hope to expand our scholarship offerings in the coming
school year.

Our initial fundraising which you may have participated in accomplished some other things I’d like to share:

e An over-the-top dedication ceremony of the new Hilliard A. Wilbanks Middle School in Habersham
County. This ceremony included Col. Joe Jackson (Georgia native USAF Medal of Honor recipient) who
spoke on patriotism, an O-1 Bird Dog Flyover by the International Bird Dog Association, exhibits
highlighting each of our country’s wars and a Silent Room to remember all who have given their lives in
defense of our country.

e A half-scale model of the O-1E Bird Dog which Capt. Wilbanks flew in Vietnam was constructed by a local
artist and is on permanent display in the school’s atrium.

o A huge mural depicting patriotism from the Revolutionary War to the present time was created on the
wall in the gymnasium. In the center of the mural is Capt. Wilbanks flying his Bird Dog into battle.
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e A secure metal and glass case (7'x10'x18”) was fabricated to display Capt. Wilbanks’ memorabilia
including the Medal of Honor. Students have shown great interest in learning about him. Special thanks
go to several members of “Willie’s” Aviation Cadet Class 55-P.

e The Patriot Pride Program was established by the school to recognize two students each month from
each grade level who demonstrate the characteristics of courage, sacrifice and patriotism. The
foundation presented the book “America” to each of these students at their Honors Day.

e The annual Hilliard A. Wilbanks Day was held at the memorial in February. Former classmate and
Forward Air Controller Col. Jonathan Myer was the speaker. Special guests were the eighth grade class
from the middle school. Mrs. Rosemary Wilbanks presented a set of duplicate medals to Principal
Marybeth Thomas for safe keeping in the display case.

e The foundation helped to sponsor the Eighth Grade Field Trip to the Naval Air Station in Pensacola, FL.
This was an educational experience for the students to see the type training a Navy airman would go
through and to learn more about aviation history at the Naval Air Station Museum.

The foundation is proud of its accomplishments to remember and honor Hilliard over the past year and we thank
you for making them happen. We strongly feel there is no better objective than helping our children and we believe
Hilliard would approve.

Therefore, our goal for the future is to grow our scholarship fund. If you are able, we ask for your continued help
and encouragement. Also, by contacting others whom you know that would appreciate this effort, we can multiply
our solicitation quickly and cost effectively. At this point we have monies in hand and commitments of $40,000 over
the next four years, but our long-term goal is to raise enough money that the interest from the endowment will fund
four or more renewable scholarships per year. We have a long way to go. Our all-volunteer organization is committed
that every dollar received goes toward scholarship and educational efforts.

In our world today there are many worthy causes to support and we must make our choices wisely. But when you
read the story of Capt. Wilbanks’ patriotism and heroism 1 believe you will understand why we believe this should be
at or near the top of everyone’s list of charities to support. A short-term monetary sacrifice on our part pales in
comparison to the sacrifice of my brother, and the ongoing support of education needs to be a priority with us all.

Our fundraising efforts will be successful because of the generous support of men and women like you who are
selflessly giving of their time, energy and resources. Your generosity will help to ensure “Willie” will not be forgotten.

The Hilliard A. Wilbanks Foundation is a public charity that is tax-exempt under IRC Section 501(c) 3, Federal tax ID
#45-1004713. Your gifts are 100% tax deductible.

With sincere thanks and all good wishes,

%}}Mw&zm\

Patricia Wilbanks DeWitt
Sister of Capt. Hilliard A. Wilbanks
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Commendations

<4< Medal of Honor

<K The Distinguished Flying Cross

<K Purple Heart

<< Air Medal with 19 Oak Leaf Clusters

< Air Force Commendation Medal

<K Air Force Good Conduct Medal

<K Army Good Conduct Medal

Born in Cornelia, Georgia on July 26, 1933 ¥ National Defense Service Medal with
Bronze Service Star

<€ U. S. Vietnam Service Medal

<K Armed Forces Air Force Reserve Medal

o . . <4< RVN Gallantry Cross with Silver Star
Captain in the 21st Tactical Air Support Squadron 4 Vietnam Campaign Medal

Died near Dalat, Vietnam on February 24, 1967

Medal of Honor Citation

The President of the United States of America, authorized by Act of Congress, March 3,
1896, has awarded in the name of The Congress, the Medal of Honor, posthumously, to
CAPTAIN HILLIARD A. WILBANKS, UNITED STATES AIR FORCE for conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity
in action at the risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty:

As a forward air controller near Dalat, Republic of Vietham, on 24 February 1967,
Captain Wilbanks was pilot of an unarmed, light aircraft flying visual reconnaissance
ahead of a South Vietnam Army Ranger Battalion. His intensive search revealed a well-
concealed and numerically superior hostile force poised to ambush the advancing
Rangers.

The Viet Cong, realizing that Captain Wilbanks' discovery had compromised their
position and ability to launch a surprise attack, immediately fired on the small aircraft
with all available fire power. The enemy then began advancing against the exposed
forward elements of the Ranger force which were pinned down by devastating fire.

Captain Wilbanks recognized that close support aircraft could not arrive in time to
enable the Rangers to withstand the advancing enemy onslaught. With full knowledge of
the limitations of his unarmed, unarmored, light reconnaissance aircraft, and the great
danger imposed by the enemy’'s vast fire power, he unhesitatingly assumed a covering,
close support role. Flying through a hail of withering fire at treetop level, Captain
Wilbanks passed directly over the advancing enemy and inflicted many casualties by firing
his rifle out of the side window of his aircraft.

Despite increasingly intense antiaircraft fire, Captain Wilbanks continued to completely
disregard his own safety and made repeated low passes over the enemy to divert their
fire away from the Rangers. His daring tactics successfully interrupted the enemy
advance, allowing the Rangers to withdraw to safety from their perilous position. During
his final courageous attack to protect the withdrawing forces, Captain Wilbanks was
mortally wounded and his bullet-riddled aircraft crashed between the opposing forces.

Captain Wilbanks' magnificent action saved numerous friendly personnel from certain
injury or death. His unparalleled concern for his fellowman and his extraordinary heroism
were in the highest traditions of the military service, and have reflected great credit upon
himself and the United States Air Force.
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Enclosed is our check to help support the Hilliard A. Wilbanks Foundation and its scholarship endowment.

Name:

Street:

City/State/Zip:

Phone:

$1,000 $500 $250 $100 Other Amount $

_____This donation is being made in honor/in memory of

We have matching funds available from an employer. Please contact us concerning a request on
behalf of this donation.

We believe the people listed below would also like to be made aware of your efforts. Please contact them
on our behalf, '

Name:

Street:

City/State/Zip:

Name:

Street:

City/State/Zip:

Please mail contributions to:

HILLIARD A. WILBANKS FOUNDATION
P. 0. BOX 1776
CORNELIA, GEORGIA 30531

Your contribution is fully tax deductible and we appreciate your support.
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